Gholi/Ghezula

GILLNETS AND ENTANGLING NETS

Driftnets 
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These drifnets nets are locally known as Gholi in Malta and Ghezula in Gozo. They are used throughout the year but mainly from January to March.

These drifnets are single gillnets of 44 mm mesh size knot. They are approximately 4-5 m tall. Their lengths depend on the places where they are to be used.

The “Gholi/Ghezula” is usually set at 2 or 3 a.m. The net is left to drift with the current and has to be continually inspected by the fishermen. Around 6 a.m. the nets are pulled out.

The main effort is undertaken in waters around 15 to 25m depth.

Mainly species caught with this type of net include little tunny (Euthynnus alletteratus), Mediterranean horse mackerel (Trachurus mediterraneus) and melva (Auxis rochei).

Only 10 boats still use this particular kind of gear.

The product is commercialised fresh and is for local consume.

